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[IBWALA KICKS OFF LITERARY SALONS IN APRIL

Led by one of
LA’s top writers, Due to popular demand, [BWALA will be
IBYWALA's Sun- Instituting livesary salons in 2005, The
day Salons salons will be a regular forum to share
promise oppor- work, escchange ideas, host authors, dis- The second salon will ke June 13 And in
T cuss classic black writers and promising observance of Juneteench our topic wil.1 e
_ ¥ newy ones, and gener- the role of the slave experience
shmuating con- ally provide a stimu- in shaping black licerary trads-
versation, shar- lating social circle for

ticns. Hows have the classic nar-
ing & learning in  gur membership. ratives of peeple like Frederick
a literary con- Since this is brand Douglass and Sojourner Truth
text. new, the format is

influenced the way we tell our
fairky fluid and experi- life stories now! Have we

traded the “upfrom-skvery™
story for the “up-from-the-
ghetto™ story, or have we
mgved on to a more comphi-
cated paradigm! VWhat's our
story now, and who's telling it
most accurately? We hope to have a special
guest moderator af this salon, so please try
and make iC

expectation? Please bring your thoughts, as
well as a favorite poem or two for discus-
gho.

mental at this point.
|ourmalise Erin Aubry Kaplan (LA Weekiy)

ok
will hose the first salon in her home on ; = L
Sunday, April 17, 2-4pm. For location, 3:‘
please rsvp, at (323)755-3862. The facus '
of this firsc salon will be poetry. How has
poetry evolved since the Black Arts movement of the |580s?
How does rap, hip-hop and spoken word extend the traditian

and break from i What does ic mean to employ a “Black voice
and how does poetry now fit inco that

P re Sl d B]’l’["'S M ESSElg € Talent: God given or developed

Oh, why can’t we all just get along? Viell, Rodney, it's probably because for many of us creatives these two
tabents are polar opposites and subject to intense conflict. |t has often been sald thar one has ane or the
other. Seldom both. A God-given gift is ardstry tha is for some as easy as breathing. The gifted can create at
the drop of a hat. These people have vision that can see bright clouds of damonds where most others are
fogged in by misty mountains of coal. |s that you? Consider yourself blessed. Or not.

Developed talent is not quite as rare as God given abilicy, but it comes at a dear price for many of us creacive
types. Thes type of talent invalves a slavish dedication to craft. Developers make diamonds out of lumps of
coal. They pay a mighty deal of attention to the basics and are the sort of people to reach deadlines when the
Ged given folk are on to the next brilliant, soon-to-be-unfinished, project.

Tou wouldn't have much in terms of arc without either type. The visionary is just as necessary as the creative
grunc. Buc the problem arises, though, when you have both types raging within you, As | do.
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